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DAYTONA BEACH MAN CHARGED WITH MAKING FALSE MAYDAY CALL

Jacksonville, FL,  - Today  ZACHARY RYAN WERTHEM, age 23, of Daytona Beach

was arraigned before United States Magistrate Judge Marcia Morales Howard in federal

court on a federal indictment charging him with making a false Mayday call to the United

States Coast Guard.   WERTHEM pled not guilty and was released on $10,000.00 bond.

If convicted, WERTHEM,  faces a maximum of ten years' imprisonment and a fine

of $250,000.  He may also be ordered to pay restitution of approximately $75,000, for the

cost of the search.

The indictment charges that on September 26, 2006, WERTHEM  knowingly and

willfully communicated a false distress signal and caused the Untied States Coast Guard,

in Duval County, to attempt to save lives and property when no help was needed.  

The case was investigated by United States Coast Guard Investigative Service and

will be prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney Dale R. Campion.
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